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Meeting Complex Threats with Comprehensive Thinking
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HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTIONS IN
SITUATIONS OF URBAN VIOLENCE

ELENA LUCCHI

LESSONS PAPER

Marion Harroff-Tavel™
Marion Harroff-Tavel is Political Adviser to the International Commitiee of the
Red Cross, in charge of analysis of fulure trends in armed viclence.

Abstract
A number of states are faced with the challenge of ensuring the harmonious developmer
of rapidly expanding cities and of offering a growing population public services worth
of the name in the fields of security, health, and education. That challenge is even mo
difficult and more pressing because violence may erupt (hunger riots, clashes betwee
territorial gangs or ethnic communities, acts of xenophobic violence directed again.
migrants, and so on) — violence that does not generally escalate to the point of becomin
an armed conflict but that is murderous nevertheless.

On the basis of the experience of the International Committee of t}
Red Cross and of its partners, as well as reports by academic specialists, this artic
describes the vulnerability of the poorest and of migrants in urban areas. It presents th
difficulties with which humanitarian organizations, which are often accustomed i
working in rural areas, have to contend. Lastly, it describes innovative responses, fro1
which much can be learned: income-generating micro-projects, aid in the form
cash or vouchers, urban agriculture, and the establishment of violence-preventio
or health-promotion programmes to protect those affected by armed violence i
disadvantaged areas.

*  The opinions expressed in this article are the author’s own, and do not necessarily reflect the views of t

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Original in French.

doi:10.1017/51816383110000421
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[ Olazabal, M., & Pascual, U. (2016). Use of fuzzy cognitive maps to study urban
resilience and transformation. Environmental Innovation and Societal
Transitions, 18, 18-40.
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